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2025 Friends of the Ritz Annual Report 

 

We are very grateful to our member-donors and contributors.  Your support of the Friends of the Ritz allows us to 
continue our mission of making sure our local treasure, the Historic Ritz Theatre continues to thrive and grow!  
 

 A new board was installed in January 21, 2025 during the annual elections and 1st quarter board of directors 
meeting.   

 

 All year the board members of the Friends of the Ritz volunteered to assist the Ritz Manager at the many events by 
serving as ushers, in the ticket booth and with concessions.  

 

 In February we co-sponsored with the Theatre a presentation by “Lightwire Theatre” and also volunteered at the 
event.  Lightwire theatre was a presentation that thrilled patrons of all ages.   

 

 In April we presented the “Perry Williams sings Sinatra” concert and hosted a silent auction at the Ritz Theatre.  
Many thanks to the awesome businesses and individuals who donated wonderful items for the successful auction.   

 

 Keeping with our mission the board voted to donate $5,000 to the Ritz Theatre in June to help defray the cost of a 
much-needed sound system upgrade. 

 

 We continue to maintain our memberships in the Tocca Chamber and Georgia Presenters. 
 

 Friends of the Ritz President and other board members attended 3 Georgia Presenters functions this year.  This is an 
opportunity for us to network with other organizations and theaters and gain valuable insights and connections. 

 

 In September the Friends of the Ritz was honored to receive the Non-Profit of the Year Award from the Toccoa 
Chamber!  In addition, Board President Elect Darryl Bagwell received the Volunteer of the Year Award during the 
Chamber’s annual awards dinner. 

 

 We launched an initiative to identify locations, items etc., that need attention (repair or replacement) in our Historic 
Ritz Theatre.  We are working with the City of Toccoa to identify areas where the Friends of the Ritz donations can 
make an impact. 

  
 In December the Board was on hand to welcome Leigh Burns, director of community partnerships for Fox Gives as 

she toured our Ritz Theatre.  The Ritz Theatre is a recent recipient of a $65,000 grant from Fox Gives.  
 

 At the close of 2025 we can report 74 member-donors. 
 

COMING UP 
 In February 2026, Friends of the Ritz will hold a fundraiser featuring the incredible TAMS! 

 
2026 Friends of the Ritz Meetings will all take place at 5pm @ the Ritz Theatre – All Members are invited to attend 

 Annual Membership Meeting/Elections & 1st Quarter Board meeting – Tuesday, January 20, 2026 
 2nd Qtr Board meeting – Tuesday, April 21, 2026 

 3rd Qtr Board meeting – Tuesday, July 21, 2026         4th Qtr Board meeting – Tuesday, October 20, 2026 


